
ECONOMY&PUBLICAFFAIRS 7
. <

NEW DELHI | TUESDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2024

India pulls out top envoy,
expels 6 Canada diplomats

ViolenceeruptsinUP’s
Bahraichafterclashes

ITCrule:BombayHC
seeksresponsefrom
state’srevenuedept
BHAVINI MISHRA & HARSH KUMAR
New Delhi, 14 October

The Bombay High Court has
recently granted an interim
stay on a court order asking
Enzene Biosciences Ltd to
reverse proportionate Input
Tax Credit (ITC) on interest
earnedonfixeddeposits(FDs),
and directed the pharmaceu-
tical company to pay 10 per
cent of the total tax amount.

The court has also sought
a response from the
Maharashtra State and
Revenue Department in the
case. “Pending the final dis-
posal of this petition, the
demand in the impugned
order dated 16 April, 2024 is
stayed subject to the
Petitioner depositing in this
court 10 per cent of the tax
amountwithin aperiodof six
weeks fromtodayafter giving

due notice to the learned
counsel for the respondents
Nos. 1, 2 and 3. This means
that the Petitioner will have
to deposit an amount of
~75,43,330.8withinaperiodof
six weeks from today,” the
court said.

Enzene Biosciences
Limitedanda fewother com-
panies have challenged the
constitutional validity of
Explanation to Rule 43(1)(b)
of the Maharashtra Goods
and Service Rules, 2017
throughawritpetitionbefore
the Bombay high court.

During the initial stage of
developing the pharmaceuti-
cal product, the petitioner
(Enzene Biosciences) had
incurred a lot of expenditure.
Thepetitionerearned interest
incomefromfixeddeposits in
the banks, while there was
hardly any taxable turnover.

Vehicleswere set on fire as tension escalated inBahraichon
Monday, aday after a 22-year-oldmanwaskilled in
communal violence in theMahrajganj area ofMansoor
village.Uttar PradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathwill on
Tuesdaymeet thekinof themanwhowas shot deadduring a
Durga idol procession in avillagehere, a local BJP lawmaker
said. PHOTO: PTI

Aheadofelections,Mumbaientry
pointsgo toll-free for lightvehicles
PRACHIPISAL&AMRITHAPILLAY
Mumbai, 14October

The Maharashtra state government
announced a toll exemption for all light
motorvehicles (LMVs)crossingMumbai’s
five entry points on Monday. While the
move is expected to help decongest these
locations, analysts indicate that tolling
concession agreements will need to be
addressed.

AheadoftheMaharashtraAssembly
polls,theEknathShindestate
governmenthasannouncedafulltoll
waiverforLMVsatallfivetollboothsfor
entryintoMumbai.Thewaiverwilltake
effectfrommidnightonMonday.

AccordingtoaPTIreport,280,000
LMVsareexpectedtobenefitfromthe
Maharashtragovernment’stoll
waiverdaily.

PTIreportedthatanofficialfromthe
MaharashtraStateRoadDevelopment
Corporation(MSRDC)saidthat360,000
vehiclespassthroughthefivetollbooths
locatedonLBSRoadandtheEastern
ExpressHighwayatMulund,AiroliCreek
Bridge,theWesternExpressHighwayat
Dahisar,andVashiCreekBridgeeachday.
Ofthese,anaverageof280,000areLMVs.

MSRDCisthenodalagencyforthese
fiveentrypoints,andaccordingtodata
availableontheagency’swebsite,the
tollingconcessionagreementsarewith
MEPInfrastructureDevelopers.

Accordingtothecompany’ssubmission
ofthemonthlytollcollectionstatement
forJanuary2024,itcollectedatotaltoll
amountingto~45.31crore.Executivesat
MEPInfrastructurecouldnotbereached
forimmediatecomment.

“Thestateauthoritywillneedtosettle
contractualobligationswiththepartiesto
whomtheyhaveawardedtollcollection
concessionagreements.Thiscouldbea
long-drawn-outprocess,arrivingateither
asettlementformulathroughmonetary
paymentoranextensionofthe
concessionperiodtocollecttollfromnon-
passengervehiclesonthesamestretch,”
saidRajashreeMurkute,seniordirector
andheadoftheinfrastructuresectorat

CARERatings.Shenotedthatroughly65
percentofthevehiclespassingthrough
Mumbai’sentrypointsarepassenger
vehicles,and“someoftheseconcession
agreementsmaybenearingexpiration”.
MSRDCappointedMEPInfrastructureas
aconcessionairethroughaletterofaward
onOctober28,2010.

Regardingthepossibilityofextending
thisexemptiontootherpartsofthestate,
shesaid,“Idonotexpectsimilar
exemptionsforotherregions
immediately,asthecorrelationwiththe
reasonforseverecongestionmaynot
applytothosecities;yet,itremainstobe
seenhowthesituationunfolds.”

WithinputsfromPTI
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India’s diplomatic relations
withCanadahita freshlow
onMonday followingNew

Delhi’sdecisiontowithdrawits
High Commissioner, Sanjay
Kumar Verma, along with
other diplomats and officials,
from the North American
nation and expel six of its dip-
lomats. India said the
Canadian government, led by
PrimeMinisterJustinTrudeau,
had been targeting its repre-
sentatives for “vote bank
politics”.

Inalatenightdevelopment,
New Delhi asked the six
Canadiandiplomats, including
Acting High Commissioner
Stewart RossWheeler, to leave
the country by or before 11.59
pm, October 19. The tensions
escalated after Ottawa con-
veyed to New Delhi its inten-
tion to question Indian diplo-
mats and officials as part of its
probe into the killing of Sikh
extremistHardeepSinghNijjar.

Earlier in the afternoon, in
a statement issued by the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), India revealed it had
receivedadiplomaticcommu-
nication from Canada on
SundayidentifyingVermaand
other diplomats as “persons of
interest” intheNijjarcase.New
Delhi firmly rejected these
“preposterous imputations”,
attributing them to a “political
agenda”fromtheTrudeaugov-
ernment aimed at serving its
“narrowpolitical interests”.

The ministry underscored
that High Commissioner
Verma is a senior diplomat
with a distinguished career
spanning 36 years, having
served in various countries,
including Japan, Sudan, Italy,
Turkiye, Vietnam, and China.

India denounced the “ludi-
crous” accusations made
against him by the Canadian
government, calling them
deservingof contempt.

By evening, theMEA sum-
moned Canada’s Charge
d’Affaires (CDA), Wheeler, in
NewDelhi, informinghimthat
the “baseless targeting” of
Indian diplomats was “com-
pletely unacceptable”. India
expressed that the actions of
the Trudeau government had
fostered an environment of
extremism and violence, jeop-
ardising the safety of its diplo-
mats. Itconveyedalackofcon-
fidence in the current

Canadian government’s com-
mitment to their security,
warningthat Indiareservesthe
right to take further measures
inresponsetowhatitdescribed
as the Trudeau government’s
“support for extremism, vio-
lence and separatism
against India”.

Tensions between India
and Canada had already
heightened after Trudeau
alleged last September a
“potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing of
Nijjar,aCanadiancitizen.Nijjar
wasshotdeadinSurrey,British
Columbia, inJune2023bytwo
maskedassailants.

New Delhi then had
rejected Trudeau’s allegations
as "absurd." In October 2023,
Canadawithdrewover 40dip-
lomats from India after New
Delhi asked Ottawa to reduce
its diplomatic presence.
Subsequently, Indiasuspended
visa issuance to Canadian
nationals.

In its statement, the MEA
hit out at the Trudeau govern-
ment for executing a “deliber-
atestrategyofsmearingIndia”.
It cautioned Ottawa about the
“activities” of the Canadian
High Commission in India
“serve the political agenda of
the current regime”.

NewDelhi stated that ithas
begun toapply theprincipleof
reciprocity regarding diplo-
matic representation.
However, it indicated that in
light of Canada's recent
“efforts”tofabricateallegations
againstIndiandiplomats, India
“now reserves the right to take
further steps”.

India asserted that the
Canadian government has
failed to share “a shred of
evidence”tosupport itsclaims,
despite multiple requests fol-
lowingTrudeau'sallegationsin
September 2023.

Trudeauand IndianPrime
Minister Narendra Modi met
on October 11 during the East
Asia Summit in Laos, where
India contested Canada's
characterisation of their dis-
cussions. The Canadian gov-
ernment claimed that the
leaders had a “brief
exchange”.

At a press conference in
Laos,Trudeauemphasisedhis
focus on ensuring “the safety
of Canadians”, while MEA
sources dismissed his claims,
asserting there was “no sub-
stantive discussion” between
him andModi.

Pannuncase:Indianenquiry
committeevisitingUStoday
AnIndianenquirycommitteeestablishedtoinvestigatethe
AmericanallegationsoftheinvolvementofanIndian
governmentofficial inafoiledplottoassassinateaUSnational
willbevisitingonTuesday,theUSDepartmentofStatesaid.
"TheEnquiryCommitteewillbetravellingtoWashington,D.C.
onOctober15th,aspartoftheirongoinginvestigationsto
discussthecase,includinginformationtheyhaveobtained,
andtoreceiveanupdatefromUSauthoritiesregardingtheUS
casethatisproceeding,"anofficialmediareleasesaid. PTI

Canada’sActingHighCommissioner to IndiaStewartRoss
Wheeler leaves theexternalaffairsministryoffice inNewDelhi
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ROW OVER PROBE INTO NIJJAR KILLING ESCALATES
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